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UM COED WORKS WITH MALE 
FOREST SERVICE CREW
by Noel La r r iv ee  
UM Informat ion  Se rv ices
MISSOULA--
Life  i s  f u l l  o f  s u r p r i s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you are  the  only g i r l  a ss igned  to  a six-man 
F o res t  Serv ice  crew in  th e  Deer Lodge Nat iona l  F o re s t .
For the  second consecu t ive  summer, Susan Lea Vap, a U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana f o r e s t r y  
major,  has taken to  the  woods and c a r r i e d  on a l l  the  d u t i e s  o f  h e r  f i v e  male c o u n t e r p a r t s .  
The 2 1 -yea r -o ld  s e n io r  majoring in  f o r e s t r y  found the  work d i f f i c u l t ,  but no t  w i thou t  
i t s  l i g h t e r  moments.
" I  was c o n s ta n t ly  be ing  te a s e d  on the  job and a t  th e  UM School o f  F o r e s t r y , "  Miss Vap 
s a id .  "You never  wanted to  make a mis take  or  they would never  l e t  you fo r g e t  i t . "
Sue gained an a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the  woods when she was younger and l a t e r  became con­
cerned when she saw " a l l  the  garbage lay ing  a round ."  She decided to  major in  f o r e s t r y  a t  
the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana a f t e r  g radua t ing  from B i l l i n g s  C en t ra l  High School in  1968. She 
i s  daughter  o f  Mr. and Mrs. Archie Vap, B i l l i n g s .
Richard Veneble,  d i s t r i c t  range r  a t  P h i l i p s b u r g , s a id  he had no qualms about h i r i n g  
a g i r l .
"We had the  f a c i l i t i e s  in  town and we d i d n ’t  th in k  she would have any problem doing 
the  work t h a t  needed to  be done,"  he s a i d .  "Her background a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  he lped .  When
you get r i g h t  down to  i t ,  you ask y o u r s e l f ,  ’Why not h i r e  h e r ? ” '
Miss Vap's d u t i e s  inc luded  c r u i s i n g  and marking s e l e c t  and c l e a r - c u t  a r e a s .  She 
t r a v e r s e d  and p a in te d  c l e a r - c u t  boundar ies  fo r  f u tu r e  logging o p e r a t io n s .
more
UM COED JOINS SIX-MAN FOREST SERVICE CREW--2
Most of her work involved compartment examinations and reforestation surveys. She 
would go into an open area and survey the regrowth to determine the number of trees per acre. 
Included in the survey would be her recommendations for improving the area.
The petite blonde also participated in a wildlife survey under the direction of 
Jim Cole, Butte. The first two days of each month were spent noting the wildlife, tracks, 
pellet groups and signs of browse in a predetermined section.
For the second year in a row, Miss Vap joined the men in fighting forest fires and
manning fire lines. She worked on a small fire near Harvey Creek and a grass fire outside
of Maxville.
Besides carrying a full academic load she is vice president of Druids, a select forestry 
honor fraternity. She also served as secretary of the UM Forestry Club for three years.
Miss Vap is currently a member of S. forestry student-faculty committee initiated to 
work out departmental problems. One of her responsibilities is advising forestry freshmen 
in an annual training session.
When asked about attitudes toward her in the classroom she replied that "some faculty 
still find it hard to accept."
In describing her family's attitude toward her employment as a forester, Miss Vap 
said they've adjusted to the idea and support her wholeheartedly.
"Itt fact, two years ago they gave me ’whites' (logging boots) for Christmas," she
said. The boots had to be special ordered because of her narrow feet.
Miss Vap isn't the only unique woman in the Vap household. The oldest of four children,
she said that her youngest sister wants to be a professional football coach.
She knows more about football than anybody I know."
Last summer's experience of working in the Deer Lodge National Forest completed her 
graduation requirement of working two summers in the field, she ended the summer wearing 
•more than just ’pigtails and a smile.
 ̂had so many bruises that I didn't know what to do," Miss Vap said of her experiences 
in the forest. "When I came back to school wearing a dress, the guys took one look at my 
legs and told me to wear pants for the next week--so I did."
After graduation she wants to work for the Forest Service or a private company. Mar­
riage is also on the agenda and could influence where she works.
Any way you look at it, Sue Vap has been doing her part to beautify the woods.
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